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Timeline: At the foie 
in civil rights fight 

Jan. 15, 1929: Martin Luther King Jr. bom in Atlanta. 

1 947: King begins as an assistant preacher at his father’s 
church, Ebenezer Baptist, in Atlanta. 

1948: Ordained as a Baptist minister, King graduates from 
Morehouse College in Atlanta. 

1 949: While at Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, 
Pa., King studies nonviolent philosophy of Gandhi. 




King and his wife, Coretta Scott King, in Stockholm in *66 



1953: King marries Coretta Scott on June 18. 

1954: In May, the Supreme Court rules segregation illegal 
in Brown vs. board of Education. King becomes pastor of 
the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Ala. 

1955: In December, Rosa Parks refuses to give up her 
bus seat, sparking the 381 -day Montgomery bus boycott. 
King becomes the boycott’s leader. 

1956: King’s house is bombed in January: King is indicted 
for conspiring to stop the bus company operations. In 
November, Supreme Court rules Alabama’s bus segregation 
unconstitutional. 

1957: In January, King and other black 
ministers found the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. In September, 

National Guard troops sent in to restore order 
as Little Rock Central High School 
desegregated. 

1 958: King is stabbed by a black woman while 
autographing books in a New York department store. 

1960: Black students stage sit-in at Woolworth’s lunch 
counter in Greensboro, N.C. In October, King is arrested at 
a sit-in at an Atlanta department store. He’s sentenced to 
four months of hard labor but is released after presidential 
candidate John F. Kennedy posts bail. 

1 961 : The SCLC and other civil rights groups 
begin Freedom Rides. Violence erupts in 
Alabama, where a bus is burned and riders 
attacked. Martial law is declared in Montgomery. 

1 962: Two are killed in September during Jam* 

Meredith’s attempt to integrate the University of Mississippi. 
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Ralph Abernathy, King arrested 



1963: During 
demonstrations to 
protest segregation 
in Birmingham, Ala., 
King is arrested. 
Placed in solitary 
confinement, King 
writes his famous 
“Letter from 
Birmingham Jail, " 
explaining his 
support for 
nonviolent civil 
disobedience. 
Schoolchildren join 
the Birmingham 
protests: police use 
fire hoses and 
police dogs to halt 
them. 



1963: In August, 
King leads more 
than 500,000 
people in the 
March on 
Washington, the 
largest civil rights 
demonstration in 
history. He gives “I 
Have a Dream” 
speech at the 
Lincoln Memorial. 
Two weeks later, 
four black girls are 
killed when a 
bomb explodes at 
Birmingham’s 
Sixteenth Avenue 
Baptist Church. 

FBI begins 
wiretaps on King 
and SCLC. 




King speaks In Washington in 1963 



1964: President Lyndon Johnson signs Civil Rights Act. A 
month later, the bodies of three civil rights workers are found 
near Philadelphia, Miss. King becomes youngest person 
ever awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 



1965: In February Black Muslim leader Malcolm X is 
assassinated. Two weeks later, demonstrators beaten by 
police while marching from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery. 

King and 3,000 protestors begin a new march from Selma to 
Montgomery. That summer, President Johnson signs the 
Voting Rights Act. In August, rioting breaks out in Los 
Angeles’ Watts area, leaving 35 dead. 

1966: Stokely Carmichael, head of the Student 
Non-Violent CoordinatinyCommittee uses the slogan “black 
power." King and his family move to a Chicago tenement. 

He calls for an end to discrimination in housing, education 
and jobs. Two days later, rioting erupts in Chicago; two die. 

A month later, King is pelted with stones while leading a 
march through the city. 

1967: In April, King predicts racial violence that summer. 
Rioting erupts in more than 30 cities. King and other black 
leaders call for an end. President Johnson appoints the 
Kerner Commission to investigate the cause of the violence. 
In November, King announces the Poor People’s Campaign. 

1 968: On March 28, King leads march of striking sanitation 
workers in Memphis. The march turns violent: one black is 
killed. King leaves, but returns April 3. The following day, 

King is assassinated. Rioting breaks out in Washington, 

D.C. Thousands attend King’s funeral in Atlanta. 

1970: The King Center is dedicated in Atlanta on the 41st 
anniversary of King’s birth. The center is part of the 
three-block King National Historic Site on Auburn Avenue. 

1 979: President Carter calls for a national King holiday. 



1983 : On Nov. 2, King holiday is signed into law. 

1991 : National Football League owners vote to 
move 1993 Super Bowl from Phoenix to protest 
Arizona’s failure to pass a paid state King holiday. 

1992 : In November, Arizona passes initiative to establish 
King holiday. NFL lifts ban on Super Bowl in Phoenix. 

1993 : In January, New Hampshire 
becomes last state to approve Kina 
holiday. The Memphis Commercial 
Appeal reports the Army used U-2 planes and wiretaps to 
spy on King’s family and other civil rights leaders. 
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